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UNDER EVERY ROOF,
A STORY 

Family-owned Breault Roofing, Inc.
thrives through innovation, excellence

by Meredith Wargo

T
he adage that a 
family that works to-
gether stays togeth-
er certainly rings 

true for the Breault family. Alphonse 
Breault started his roofing career in 
1947. In 1966, he and his wife, 
Theresa, founded Breault Roofing, Inc. 
in New Bedford, Massachusetts. 
Alphonse’s son, James, grew up 
working for the company and eventu-
ally took over as President in 1989. 
Today, James, his son, Jay Breault, his 
daughter, Erin Aspden, and his son-in-
law, Kent Aspden, all work for the 
company. “We are a third-generation, 
family-run business with more than 
100 years of collective experience as 
a full-service roofing contractor,” says 
Kent Aspden, Manager of Breault 
Roofing. “We pride ourselves on our 
workmanship, customer service and 
response time.”

Since 1990, Breault Roofing has 
been an authorized contractor for 
roofing distributor and supplier 
Duro-Last, Inc., the world’s largest 

manufacturer of custom-fabricated 
roofing systems. In 2013, Breault 
Roofing was the first contractor in 
New England to receive Duro-Last’s 
John R. Burt Award, named in honor 
of the company’s founder, for sales ex-
ceeding $1 million in Duro-Last sales.

“We are extremely proud of that ac-
complishment, especially since our 
working season can be cut short 

by bad weather,” Aspden says. The 
company has also received other 
awards from Duro-Last, including 
the Master Contractor and Elite 
Contractor awards, which recognize 
authorized contractors that have a 
strong record of Duro-Last sales and 
consistently install Duro-Last roofing 
systems with exceptional attention 
to quality with 5 million square feet 
of warrantied work.
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In 2013, Breault Roofing, Inc. was the first contractor in New England to receive 
Duro-Last’s John R. Burt Award, named in honor of the company’s founder, for 
sales exceeding $1 million annually. 
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In addition to providing commer-
cial and residential roofing ser-
vices throughout New England, the 
company assists other contractors. 
“Because we own specialized equip-
ment, we can offer services beyond 
a traditional scope of work,” Aspden 
says. “Other roofing companies hire 
us to vacuum the stones and gravel 
off roofs that they have installed, 
and our crane is used to install roof 
trusses, HVAC units or unload build-
ing materials at job sites.”

RAISING THE ROOF 
RIGHT 
When EDOS Manufacturers’ Reps, 
Inc., an agency that represents 
plumbing, heating and commercial 
manufacturers throughout New 
England, purchased an existing 
27,500-square-foot warehouse in 
Foxboro, Massachusetts, in 2015, 
the building’s aged roof needed 
to be replaced before interior im-
provements could begin. Breault 
Roofing was hired to explore possi-
ble solutions.

“A pull test was performed on the ex-
isting roof to make sure the building 
had the proper structural strength 
to support a new roof,” Aspden ex-
plains. “While the decking wasn’t de-
teriorated, the pull test values were 
considered low by industry engineer-
ing standards.”

Based on Breault Roofing’s findings, 
Robert Os, EDOS President and the 
building’s owner, chose a Duro-Last 
Duro-Bond Roofing System for the 

metal retrofit. One of the biggest 
advantages of this system is the 
ability to custom fabricate the mem-
brane in-house. Once the PVC sheets 
were engineered and manufactured 
for this specific building, Breault 
Roofing developed a new methodol-
ogy to install the membrane using 
carpet rolls with a tab to ensure a 
tight roof system.

“We decided to fasten the membrane 
directly into the purlins with induction 
welding instead of using a regular fas-
tened system onto the pan,” Aspden 
explains. The result was a timely 
and efficient metal retrofit that used 
10,000 fewer screws than normally 
required. “It also turned what could 
have been a disaster of a roof into a 
very solid structural feature.”

Third-generation, family-run Breault Roofing, Inc. has more than 100 years 
of collective experience as a full-service roofing contractor.

From left: James Breault, President of Breault Roofing, Inc., with his son Jay Breault 
and son-in-law Kent Aspden, both Managers of the company.

Breault Roofing, Inc. installed a new Duro-Last roof system on a nursing home 
in New Bedford, Massachusetts.
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LENDING A 
HELPING HAND
Community involvement is equally 
as important to the Breault Roofing 
family as is delivering quality cus-
tomer service. And although they 
might view themselves as competi-
tors in the business world, the con-
struction industry is a tightknit com-
munity when it comes to helping one 
of their own.

Such was the case in 2016 when 
the unthinkable happened to Victor 
Fernandes, Co-Owner of Fernandes 
Masonry, Inc., a masonry construc-
tion firm in New Bedford. Fernandes 
and his wife, Christine, lost their 
son, Noah, who passed away after 
a 10-year-long battle with MELAS 
Syndrome—a progressive and degen-
erative condition that affects many of 
the body’s systems, particularly the 
brain, nervous system and muscles.

To honor Noah’s memory, the 
Fernandes family founded the Team 
Noah Foundation to raise funds to 
build a playground where children with 
disabilities can enjoy the outdoors. 
Noah’s Place Playground, located on 
Pope’s Island in New Bedford, is the 
largest and most sensory rich inclu-
sive playground in New England.

“It’s a unique and amazing place,” 
Aspden says. “When the park was 
being constructed, we donated our 
crane to erect some of the special-
ized playground equipment and to 
place several large boulders through-
out the grounds. Breault Roofing, 
along with many other local con-
tractors, continues to support Team 
Noah Foundation by donating our 
time and materials to help improve 
the quality of life for other children 
with special needs.”

Breault Roofing has also been 
a longtime supporter  of  New 
Bedford’s Feast of the Blessed 
Sacrament, an annual midsummer 
festival that has become the largest 
Portuguese feast in the world and 
the largest ethnic festival in New 
England. “Aside from contributing 
yearly donations, the company has 

supplied the materials and installed 
most of the roofs on the buildings at 
the festival site,” Aspden says. “The 
Feast of the Blessed Sacrament 
celebrated its 105th year in 2019. 
Thousands of people come to this 
festival from all over the world so 
we’re proud to play a small part in 
such a historic event.”  

Located in New Bedford, Massachusetts, Noah’s Place Playground is an interactive 
playground for children with disabilities. Breault Roofing, Inc. provided the crane 
service to install the massive stone sign at the entrance to the playground.

“ Breault Roofing, along with many 
other local contractors, continues to 
support Team Noah Foundation as 
they assist other families with special 
needs children by donating our time 
and materials to help improve their 
quality of life.”

Kent Aspden, Manager, Breault Roofing, Inc.

Meredith Wargo is a contributing writer with more than 30 years of experience
in writing about AEC people and projects.


