Rescue Bank’s food-donation
program distributes essential
nutrition for homeless pets, freeing

up funds so groups can provide
critical veterinary care.

B&Wlemﬂt% Wargo

olly and her six German Shepherd-mix puppies
were found living in a brush pile on a farmer's
field in rural Alabama. Molly was emaciated
and suffering from a gaping flesh wound when

she was rescued by the Jackson County SPCA in
Pisgah, Ala.

After an initial visit to the veterinarian, Molly was
placed on antibiotics and treated with wound spray, but the

_ extent of damage to her leg couldn’t be determined at the time.
ket Detbord. of Lowiider Docksiundt Restie,

Molly later went back for X-rays and it was discovered that her

- | leg was riddled with birdshot from a close-range shotgun blast.
Lfl)%(l‘u”& D\)&lkw Dg t["m MC, ﬂﬂd ‘(Q%NQ dC%S After weeks of additional treatment, Molly completely healed
Taylor el Bunny lelp distriute Pectigres fpod

and is now awaiting her forever home.
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RET WITH THE PROGRAM

Pet rescue organizations with 501(c)(3)
== registered status are encouraged to
SESEUE BNk 2. enroll in Rescue Bank’s national

5, A TN % pet food distribution program.
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Groups must also meet

l[t i : = ; A certain guidelines set by
R fLostue S 0\0_5 - - . | 3 Rescue Bank based on
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the organization type.

: : B¢ These standards, which
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are defined on Rescue
Bank’'s website, vary
depending if the organi-
Ay = zation is an animal shel-
A, e N : ter, rescue group, animal
At one time, X-rays were a / ! SN sanctuary or feral cat-
luxury we could rarely afford,” e, related organization.

says Laurie Shaw, director of Applications are available
the Jackson County SPCA. “Our online at www.rescuebank.
relationship with Rescue Bank has

impacted our shelter beyond just feeding

|~ org. Once approved, qualified

: X groups will be notified
homeless pets. We are saving more animals like DOﬂ&flOﬂS bem J[
Molly because our monetary donations can be used for

by their regional affil-
; iate about upcoming

" _ e youps lie, Pet

vaccines, medicine and veterinary services instead of

(just) purchasing pet food.”

distribution events.

{Wd‘ﬂﬂ, U)L(([[‘,h lllgps ﬂ(& Recipients are respon-

sible for picking up
Qld?,‘(l Wld MOMQIQSS their food, as well as
A proven model : paying a nominal ship-
The Rescue Bank is a nonprofit pet-food pantry that g%d RIY pds ping fee.
applies the human food-bank model to serve the i

everyday needs of animal rescue and adoption groups.
Since its founding in Houston in 2006, Rescue Bank

umbrella organization for human food banks in the
has delivered more than 75 million meals to homeless United States, Rescue Bank serves as a collection and
pets across the country. redistribution point for pet food, treats, cat litter and
Modeled after Feeding America, which is the

other supplies.
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“By partnering
with national pet food
manufacturers, dis-
tributors and retailers,
we provide quality
food to the animal
rescue community,
freeing them from
one of their most
expensive costs,”
says Elizabeth Asher,
executive director and
cofounder of Rescue
Bank.

Every year, mil-
lions of pounds of
nutritious pet food
end up in local landfills because the food is near-
ing its expiration date, was packaged incorrectly or is
discontinued. Manufacturers would prefer to donate
the food to animal-welfare organizations, but many
companies lack the resources to form relationships and
handle the logistics with them.

“Manufacturers want to know their food is bene-
fitting groups with proven records of helping animals
in their communities,” says John Kane, development
director and cofounder of Rescue Bank. “That’s where
we come in. We have systems in place that provide
tracking services and logistics, enabling pet food com-
panies to track the impact of their donations.”

Rescue Bank has a nationwide coalition of 30
regional affiliates across the country. These groups

Edy Bauer from Pets and People
Humane Society, OK, a Rescue
Bank affiliate, holds Jet, a puppy
who was rescued after his leg was
broken by softball-sized hail.
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COURTESY OF PETS & PEOPLE HUMANE SOCIETY, OK

THE CAT'S MEOW

Spay It Forward, NFP (not for profit) in Seneca,

ill., was founded in 2009 to minimize the over-
population of homeless animals in LaSalle County.
Spay It Forward provides food for nearly 300 feral
cats living in five large, managed colonies in the
area. The nonprofit organization also provides
trap-neuter-return services and transports any sick
or injured cat living in the colonies to local vets for
medical treatment.

“We predominantly get canned cat food from
Rescue Bank, which has been a godsend,” says
Jennifer Bilyeu, president of Spay It Forward. “In
the winter, a lot of the cats are sick with respi-
ratory issues. The wet food gives the cats extra
calories and enables us to mass medicate the food,
which minimizes the spread of iliness. And when
the weather is exceptionally cold, we heat up the
cans so the cats having something warm to eat.”

On distribution days, Spay It Forward volunteers
travel 85 miles one way to their affiliate, which is
located in Barrington Hills, lll. The money they save
from not having to purchase cat food on a regular
basis is used for spays and neuters. On average,
Spay It Forward sponsors 300 to 400 surgeries
each year.

“There’s no way we could afford the canned
food on our own,” Bilyeu says. “We’re extremely
grateful to be part of Rescue Bank’s food distri-
bution program because it has sustained so many
lives.”

play a vital role in equitably distributing donated pet
food and supplies to approximately 1,500 pre-approved
rescue charities nationwide. Two years ago, Pets &
People Humane Society in Yukon, Okla., became one of
Rescue Bank’s affiliates.

“We have about 35 groups in Oklahoma that receive
food through Rescue Bank’s program,” says Edy Bauer,
food distribution coordinator for Pets & People Humane
Society. The bank's recipients are spread out across the
state with some groups traveling only 20 minutes to
pick up their food. Others drive more than two hours.

“Rescue Bank has been instrumental in bringing
everybody together,” Bauer says. “Because we are busy
focusing on our own rescue efforts, we don't have time
to get to know the other groups. Seeing each other at
the distribution events allows us to network with our
fellow rescuers.”
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Meredith Wargo is an award-winning freelance writer in Houston. 888-858-7298
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877-399-5226
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